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IBM pours a shot of methanol for ThinkPads

By Dinesh C. Sharma, CNET News.com
12 April 2005 
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IBM and Sanyo Electric have put together a prototype of a fuel cell system for ThinkPad notebooks.

The methanol-based fuel cell is designed to work with most standard ThinkPad systems and could provide power 
for up to eight hours, the companies said Monday. 

IBM and Sanyo Electric have developed a 
prototype of a methanol-based fuel cell 
system for IBM ThinkPads. The fuel cell 
can be charged by means of an auxiliary 
docking station, which also provides an 
alternative power supply.Credit: IBM

Taiwan-based Antig Technology said this 
year it plans to launch a compact fuel cell 
for notebook PCs, shown here in prototype 
at CeBit in Hannover, Germany.
Credit: Ingrid Marson, ZDNet UK

The new battery does not require any change in the internal power architecture of the ThinkPad. The fuel cell can 
be charged by means of an auxiliary docking station, which also provides an alternative power supply. 

Technology companies are working on fuel cells as a way to enhance the battery life of mobile devices such as 
notebooks, MP3 players and mobile phones. 

Unlike traditional batteries, fuel cells usually use alcohol or hydrogen as fuel and can offer five to 10 times the 
power-per-unit weight as lithium-ion batteries. Fuel cells are also being looked at as power sources for 
automobiles. 

DIY: Do more 
with your iPod

Voice activated 
car audio?

Wi-Fi more 
popular than cables

Take great photos 
with your phone

DIY: Wireless 
network buying 

guide

Top 5 Pocket PC 
handhelds

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/Linnet...edia%20Burst/CNET%20AU%20News%2004122005.htm 第 1 頁 / 共 2 2005/4/18 下午 01:40:21

http://www.cnet.com.au/
http://www.cnet.com.au/homeentertainment
http://www.cnet.com.au/homeoffice
http://www.cnet.com.au/onthemove
http://www.cnet.com.au/music
http://www.cnet.com.au/
http://ad.doubleclick.net/clk;15403666;5553856;p?http://ad.au.doubleclick.net/clk;15140992;11166876;k?http://www.ibm.com/au/thinkmobile
http://ad.doubleclick.net/clk;15403666;5553856;p?http://ad.au.doubleclick.net/clk;15140992;11166876;k?http://www.ibm.com/au/thinkmobile
http://www.cnet.com.au/software/internet/0,39029524,40054183,00.htm
http://www.cnet.com.au/wireless/0,39028844,40054181,00.htm
http://www.cnet.com.au/wireless/0,39028844,40054181,00.htm
http://www.cnet.com.au/mp3players/flash/0,39029120,40054180,00.htm
http://www.cnet.com.au/software/graphics/0,39029507,40054145,00.htm
http://www.cnet.com.au/software/graphics/0,39029507,40054145,00.htm
http://ad.au.doubleclick.net/click;h=v3|325e|0|0|%2a|b;44306;0-0;0;10758767;31-1|1;0|0|0;;~sscs=%3f
http://www.cnet.com.au/services/sitemap/
mailto:cnet@cnet.com.au
http://www.cnet.com.au/
http://www.cnet.com.au/hometheatre
http://www.cnet.com.au/hometheatre
http://www.cnet.com.au/mp3players
http://www.cnet.com.au/mp3players
http://www.cnet.com.au/mobilephones
http://www.cnet.com.au/mobilephones
http://www.cnet.com.au/photography
http://www.cnet.com.au/photography
http://www.cnet.com.au/wireless
http://www.cnet.com.au/wireless
http://www.cnet.com.au/mobilecomputing
http://www.cnet.com.au/mobilecomputing
http://www.cnet.com.au/mobilecomputing
http://www.cnet.com.au/desktops
http://www.cnet.com.au/desktops
http://www.cnet.com.au/software
http://www.cnet.com.au/software
http://www.cnet.com.au/games
http://www.cnet.com.au/games
http://www.cnet.com.au/services/sitemap
http://www.cnet.com.au/mobilecomputing/
http://www.cnet.com.au/mobilecomputing/notebooks/
mailto:cnet@cnet.com.au
http://www.cnet.com.au/mobilecomputing/notebooks/talkback.htm?PROCESS=post&AT=40054041-39029089t-10000113c
http://www.cnet.com.au/mobilecomputing/notebooks/talkback.htm?PROCESS=post&AT=40054041-39029089t-10000113c
http://www.cnet.com.au/mobilecomputing/notebooks/print.htm?TYPE=story&AT=40054041-39029089t-10000113c
http://www.cnet.com.au/mobilecomputing/notebooks/print.htm?TYPE=story&AT=40054041-39029089t-10000113c
http://www.cnet.com.au/mobilecomputing/notebooks/email.htm?TYPE=story&AT=40054041-39029089t-10000113c
http://www.cnet.com.au/mobilecomputing/notebooks/email.htm?TYPE=story&AT=40054041-39029089t-10000113c
http://ad.au.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh=v3|325e|3|0|%2a|k%3B14455780%3B0-0%3B0%3B10758788%3B31-1|1%3B9153424|9171320|1%3B%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://chkpt.zdnet.com/chkpt/austoryad/http://www.cnet.com.au/mp3players/0,39028967,40001382,00.htm
http://ad.au.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh=v3|325e|3|0|%2a|k%3B14455780%3B0-0%3B0%3B10758788%3B31-1|1%3B9153424|9171320|1%3B%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://chkpt.zdnet.com/chkpt/austoryad/http://www.cnet.com.au/mp3players/0,39028967,40001382,00.htm
http://ad.au.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh=v3|325e|3|0|%2a|k%3B14455780%3B0-0%3B0%3B10758788%3B31-1|1%3B9153424|9171320|1%3B%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://chkpt.zdnet.com/chkpt/austoryad/http://www.cnet.com.au/software/music/0,39025669,40003561,00.htm
http://ad.au.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh=v3|325e|3|0|%2a|k%3B14455780%3B0-0%3B0%3B10758788%3B31-1|1%3B9153424|9171320|1%3B%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://chkpt.zdnet.com/chkpt/austoryad/http://www.cnet.com.au/software/music/0,39025669,40003561,00.htm
http://ad.au.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh=v3|325e|3|0|%2a|k%3B14455780%3B0-0%3B0%3B10758788%3B31-1|1%3B9153424|9171320|1%3B%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://chkpt.zdnet.com/chkpt/austoryad/http://www.cnet.com.au/wireless/0,39028844,40003600,00.htm
http://ad.au.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh=v3|325e|3|0|%2a|k%3B14455780%3B0-0%3B0%3B10758788%3B31-1|1%3B9153424|9171320|1%3B%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://chkpt.zdnet.com/chkpt/austoryad/http://www.cnet.com.au/wireless/0,39028844,40003600,00.htm
http://ad.au.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh=v3|325e|3|0|%2a|k%3B14455780%3B0-0%3B0%3B10758788%3B31-1|1%3B9153424|9171320|1%3B%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://chkpt.zdnet.com/chkpt/austoryad/http://www.cnet.com.au/mobilephones/0,39025893,40003562,00.htm
http://ad.au.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh=v3|325e|3|0|%2a|k%3B14455780%3B0-0%3B0%3B10758788%3B31-1|1%3B9153424|9171320|1%3B%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://chkpt.zdnet.com/chkpt/austoryad/http://www.cnet.com.au/mobilephones/0,39025893,40003562,00.htm
http://ad.au.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh=v3|325e|3|0|%2a|k%3B14455780%3B0-0%3B0%3B10758788%3B31-1|1%3B9153424|9171320|1%3B%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://chkpt.zdnet.com/chkpt/austoryad/http://www.cnet.com.au/wireless/0,39028844,40001567,00.htm
http://ad.au.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh=v3|325e|3|0|%2a|k%3B14455780%3B0-0%3B0%3B10758788%3B31-1|1%3B9153424|9171320|1%3B%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://chkpt.zdnet.com/chkpt/austoryad/http://www.cnet.com.au/wireless/0,39028844,40001567,00.htm
http://ad.au.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh=v3|325e|3|0|%2a|k%3B14455780%3B0-0%3B0%3B10758788%3B31-1|1%3B9153424|9171320|1%3B%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://chkpt.zdnet.com/chkpt/austoryad/http://www.cnet.com.au/wireless/0,39028844,40001567,00.htm
http://ad.au.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh=v3|325e|3|0|%2a|k%3B14455780%3B0-0%3B0%3B10758788%3B31-1|1%3B9153424|9171320|1%3B%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://chkpt.zdnet.com/chkpt/austoryad/http://www.cnet.com.au/mobilecomputing/pdas/0,39028789,40001744,00.htm
http://ad.au.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh=v3|325e|3|0|%2a|k%3B14455780%3B0-0%3B0%3B10758788%3B31-1|1%3B9153424|9171320|1%3B%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://chkpt.zdnet.com/chkpt/austoryad/http://www.cnet.com.au/mobilecomputing/pdas/0,39028789,40001744,00.htm


IBM pours a shot of methanol for ThinkPads: News

"This is quite a new concept that utilises both micro fuel cells and rechargeable batteries," Mitsuru Homma, group 
executive of power solutions at Sanyo, said in a statement. 

"This hybrid system could enable the user to efficiently operate IBM's ThinkPad notebooks for a longer time 
compared to systems with only a fuel cell, while also providing the convenience of an AC cordless environment." 

IBM's ThinkPad and other PC operations are to be transferred to the control of Lenovo Group during the second 
quarter. IBM agreed to sell its PC business to Lenovo in December. 

No date was given for a commercial release of the fuel cell technology. 
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